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Welcome To New Orleans Family

So here we are with arms held wide to welcome old and new
To get and give that Graham Fam Love the way we always do.

With Love & Appreciation,
The New Orleans Reunion Committee

©2026 Lavette Denise White
All Rights Reserved

& Grahams doing The Big Easy 5



How it all Started
Told by Louella “Sis” Graham Rose (& others)

The Graham Family Reunions began with a conversation between Uncle Otto (son of
Stephany and Caroline Graham) and a few family members about the importance of
knowing one's family. Uncle Otto suggested having a reunion, and the rest is history!
Prior to 1987, there were several years the Graham family got together for reunions
that started at the home of Lawreather Graham Walker in Dorothy, NJ. Later, they
were hosted by her sister, Vernese Graham Smith, at her home in Richland, New
Jersey. Their yards were large enough to accommodate local and extended family
that traveled from other states, as well as the many volleyball games that took
place. The tradition of holding reunions every two years since 1987, continued until
the Coronavirus Pandemic of March 2020 which impacted the nation delaying our
reunions until 2024.

1987 Richland, NJ 2007 Atlantic City, NJ

1989 Richland, NJ 2009 Washington, DC

1991 Jacksonville, FL 2ioakl Newark, DE

1993 FlenenceRse ZAGHES) Detroit, Ml

1995 Atlanta, GA 2015 Atlanta, GA

1997 Philadelphia, PA 2017 Jacksonville, FL

1999 Detroit, Ml 2019 Philadelphia, PA

2001 Denver, CO 2024 Atlantic City, NJ

2003 Jacksonville, FL 2026 New Orleans, LA

2005 Myrtle Beach, SC 2028 TBD 3
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Join the Graham Family Group/Me

Connect, share photos, and memories on our
2026 Graham Family Reunion GroupMe App




Get Access to the Reunion Logo, Digital Journal and Genealogy

Follow the links from the QR codes below to access files for the 2026
NOLA reunion logo in JPG file format (as seen on the
t-shirts), the reunion website and journal (PDF), and genealogy.

Reunion Journal

Genealody m <

SCAN ME!




MAYOR HELENA MORENO

CITY OF NEW ORLEANS

Dear Graham Family Reunion Attendees,

On behalf of the City of New Orleans, it is my pleasure to extend a warm welcome to the
members and friends of the Graham Family Reunion as you gather to celebrate family,
fellowship, and the bonds that have united your family for more than three decades.

This special occasion provides an opportunity to honor your shared history, reconnect across
generations, and celebrate the legacy of love, strength, and perseverance that has been passed
down through your family. The tradition of gathering year after year reflects a deep commitment
to preserving family ties and creating memories that will endure for generations to come.

As you come together once again, we recognize the importance of family reunions in
strengthening relationships, honoring those who laid the foundation before us, and inspiring
future generations to carry that legacy forward. Your continued dedication to maintaining this
cherished tradition for more than 30 years is a testament to the enduring power of family.

We hope you enjoy all that New Orleans has to offer, from its rich culture and history to its
renowned hospitality, cuisine, and music. May your time together be filled with laughter,
reflection, and meaningful moments with loved ones.

Thank you for choosing New Orleans as the destination for your reunion. Best wishes fora
memorable celebration and continued blessings upon the Graham Family for many years to
come.

Sincerely,

Helena Moreno
Mayor, City of New Orleans

A

1300 PERDIDO STREET | SUITE 2E04 | NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA | 70112
PHONE NUMBER 504.658.4900 | FAX 504.658.4938 | WWW.NOLA.GOV 6




TIMOTHY "TIM" RILEY
MAYOR/ADMINISTRATOR

EDDIE WILLIAMS, JR.-Division A
COUNCILMAN

RECREATION

DRAINAGE

ORDINANCES

KIRK J. BOUDREAUX-Division B
COUNCILMAN

MAYOR PRO-TEMPORE

STREETS

AEDC LIAISON

CYNTHIA GRAY-JAMES-Division C
COUNCILWOMAN

MAYOR'S YOUTH COUNCIL

TOURISM

TYLER J. TURNER-Division D
COUNCILMAN
UTILITIES

TERRI L. LAMBERT-Division E
COUNCILWOMAN

ENGINEERING

PUBLIC SAFETY

SANITATION

SHERMAN D. JACKSON
CHIEF OF POLICE

PRESTON P. LANDRY
FIRE CHIEF

ANTHONY KELLER
CITY CLERK / CENTRAL SERVICES DIRECTOR

WADE PETITE
CHIEF OF STAFF

ALLEN V. DAVIS
CITY ATTORNEY

August 7, 2026

The Graham Family Reunion

Dear Members of The Graham Family Reunion:

On behalf of the City of Gonzales, it is my pleasure to welcome you as
you gather here for The Graham Family Reunion, taking place August 7,
8, and 9, 2026. We are honored that family members traveling from
across the United States have chosen Gonzales as the place to come
together, celebrate your heritage, and reconnect with loved ones.

Family reunions are a wonderful reflection of unity, tradition, and
togetherness — values that are deeply rooted in our Gonzales
community. Whether this is your first visit to our city or a return to familiar
surroundings, we hope you experience the warmth, hospitality, and
charm that Gonzales proudly offers.

As you enjoy your time together throughout the weekend, | invi_te you to
explore our local dining, shopping, and attractions and to experience the
welcoming spirit of the people who call Gonzales home. We are _grateful
you selected our city to host such a meaningful and special occasion.

Thank you for choosing Gonzales for The Graham Family Reunion. |
extend my best wishes to each of you for a joyful, mfamorame, and
successful gathering filled with laughter and lasting memories.

hf'\!ann Rﬁgs,
L
Timothy “Tim" Riley, Mayor
City of Gonzales

Jambalaya Capital of the World
We've Got it All!!




NOLA Safety Message
Just some quick safety tips to ensure you have the best
reunion experience:

e Travelin groups

e Don’t display expensive items such as high-end purses
or jewelry

e Stay in well-trafficked areas, especially at night. Popular
zones like the French Quarter, Warehouse District, and
Uptown are considered safer, while some
neighborhoods farther from tourist centers have higher
violent-crime rates

o Stick to well-lit, busy streets when bar-hopping

e Keep your phone charged and location sharing on with
someone you trust

e Know your drinking limits. New Orleans pours strong
drinks, especially on Bourbon Street. A “single” can feel
like a double

e Never leave your drink unattended

66

ONLY in NOLA

Second Line is a traditional celebratory brass band
parade in which the first line consist of the main
honorees such as a wedding couple and the band;
while the second line is comprised of people who
follow the band to enjoy the musie, dance, and
engage in community with parasols & handkerchiefs.

99
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Welcome to the 2026
Graham Family Reunion in

New Orleans, Louisiana

Friday, August 7:

e Meet & Greet 6-9PM (location TBA)
o Remember to wear a previous reunion t-shirt
e Area Coordinators meeting 9PM (location TBA)
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Saturday, August 8:

.N

o LEGACY T-Shirt Day
Bag pick up 8-10AM (location TBA)
o For those who did not pick up GFR bags at the Meet
& Greet
e Bourbon Street and Outlet Walking Tours (optional)
e Explore NOLA on your own
e Banquet 6-10PM @ Doubletree
o Attire - Dressy casual

Jt

Sunday, August 9:

e NOLA Reunion Shirt Day
e Fellowship 10-12 noon @ Doubletree
o Suggest eating breakfast before attending as no
food or drink will be served
e Jazz Brunch Cruise 2:00-4:30PM

UNION

\//f o Must arrive 1-1:15PM to board
* ( t .
NS

RN

-, Grahams doing The Big Easy &




Graham Family Reunion Song

WRITTEN BY MARCELLA "PUDDEN" SMITH & MARCELLUS JUSTUS MANNING ©2007

WE'RE THE GRAHAM FAMILY

CHORUS
WE ARE A FAMILY
LOVING UNCONDITIONALLY
THOUGH WE MAY NOT ALWAYS AGREE y

M@ UER ESTHIE N SRR
WE ARE A FAMILY
PART OF YOU IS PART OF ME
['M SO PROUD TO BE IN THE GRAHAM FAMILY

VERSE 2
TIME HAS PASSED SINCE | LAST SAW YOU

WE GOT SO MUCH CATCHING UP TO DO
MAKE THE MOST OF THE MOMENTS WE HAVE
JWSHELL B DRSOV Bl LA
MEMORIES WE MAKE ALONG THE WAY
WILL SEE US THROUGH SOME ROUGH DARK DAYS
JOINED FROM THE VERY START
NO ONE CAN KEEP US APART
REPEAT PRE-CHORUS AND CHORUS

FADE
NOTHING LIKE FAMILY - STANDING IN UNITY
NOTHING LIKE FAMILY - STANDING IN UNITY

10



ommittee Members

Reunion Chairperson & Hostess
Jamesetta “Jamie” White

Reunion Co-Chairperson
Lavette Denise “Dee Dee” White

The following states were represented by
Coordinators and Committee Members
whose efforts and input helped shape this reunion:

Arizona-Christopher Whiten
Delaware-Marjorie Shuford
Florida-Stephanie Tillman & Charles Tillman
Maryland-Loretta & Hosea Eaddy
Michigan-Rhoda Carter
New Jersey-Debra Griffin, Marcella Smith,
Brea Smith, Billy Smith, Curtis Smith,
Tashay Tolbert, Sierra Tolbert,
Esther Carter & Connie McCutcheon
Pennsylvania-Michell Richardson
South Carolina-Joe White
Washington DC-Roberta White

66

ONLY in NOLA

will ask you if you'd like your mimosa to-qgo, but, in
New Orleans, the good times roll well beyond the
confines of the restaurants, bars, clubs and concerts.
Be sure to grab your favorite cocktail (or mocktail)
and Geaux (go)! Make sure to drink responsibly!

Geaux Cups (To-Go Cups). Not many cities in the world

A4

11



Message from the 2026 New Orleans
Reunion Chairperson

the Rocky Mountain range that is visible from

downtown Denver with an elevation of 5,280
feet above sea level. We had a Saturday bus ride
into the mountains where the family visited and
ate at the newest gaming casinos in the area

that had just opened months before. \

Many of the family still remember the outdoor Red Rock Amphitheater where
concerts were performed by artists Jimi Hendrix, Earth Wind & Fire, The Beatles,
Diana Ross, Lionel Richie and B.B. King to name a few. We then ventured to the
Golden, Colorado Alpine Slide where many family members braved the downhill
mountain slide in go carts that left them wanting more. It was the thrill and fast-
moving of the carts coming down the mountainside that they remember. Ask a
family member about that Colorado alpine slide when you see them this year at the
reunion. Colorado set the trend for many of the family reunions after 2001.

Mark and | hosted the family to a barbecue picnic at our home in the foothills
(entrance to mountains) that Labor Day on September 3rd, 2001. We loved having
the family come to Colorado and hoped that we would have another reunion there;
however, fate did not allow us to repeat a reunion there.

& Grahams doing The Big Easy
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point out that southern Louisiana is known for its Antebellum Slave Plantation
Mansions along the Mississippi River, which many still stand today and are toured
by many people from around the world.

My NOLA committee is small, but the help has been big with Denise White as Co-
Chair. | have held monthly meetings with GFR area coordinators. New Jersey has
been an integral part of the planning with Debra Griffin and Marcella (Pudden)
Smith. | must give a big shout out to Curtis Smith, Brea Smith, William (Billy) Smith
for the impressive website and registration system (Cheddar Up) and to Tashay
Tolbert for formulating our journals with the help of Curtis Smith, Sierra Tolbert
and Marcella Smith. | would also like to thank Curtis Smith, our genealogist, for
being diligent in keeping up with all family updates.

Jacksonville has been instrumental in coordinating the NOLA T-shirt and the bags
with Denise White, Charles (Chuck) Tillman and Stephanie Tillman and | appreciate
them doing so. | also want to thank Denise White for designing the Legacy T-shirt. |
want to personally thank Christopher Whiten for his very generous donation which
helped in securing our first vendor deposit.

| am so excited to have everyone here in NOLA and especially all the descendants
of Tisby that are attending for the first time the Graham Family Reunion.

13
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it Easy

The entire Graham Family wishes to express our deepest gratitude to

Brea Nicole Smith
for developing our very first Graham Family Reunion
Website for the New Jersey 2024 Reunion. Because of you,
we no longer have to rely on paper registrations.
Your creativity and expertise have resulted in an amazing
family website that is as impressive as it is informative.

We applaud you!

82 DR

The Graham Family would like to send a huge thank you to
William “Billy” Smith Jr.
for introducing CheddarUp for the 2024 Reunion
as a payment and collection vehicle securing
Graham Family Reunion fees.
You have saved us so much time and

manual record keeping.

Thank you for simplifying the process!

14
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The Graham Family

Of The Williamsburg District, SC (1800's)

Descen ants Of Tisby

Stephany Tishia Benjamin Katie Rebecca

Graham McClam Graham Cameron Graham

19



Through
7isoy Gratam

Daughter of The Mende People

R TIFICATE OF ANCEGR

LAVETTE DENISE WHITE

MENDE PEOPLE LIVING IN SIERRA LEONE

Barbara Devitse Debra

5th & 6th Generation Descendants Of Tisby's Daughter
Katie Graham Cameron

We had been trying to trace our Graham Family ancestry back through slavery to Africa for years,
but we weren't able to go back any further than Tisby. So we decided to do a matrilineal DNA test.
Matrilineal DNA is the DNA that's passed down exclusively from mothers to their children, but
only their daughters can pass it on further.

Those of us who descend from Stephany's grandson Robert Embry White also descend from
Stephany's sister Katie through her granddaughter Olivet. So we are in fact, Grahams that
descend from 2 of Tisby's children, Stephany and Katie. And through Katie, we have a direct,
unbroken matrilineal line straight back to Tisby. That line goes from Debra and Denise, to their
mother Gladys, to her mother Olivet Williams White, to her mother Frances Cameron Williams, to
her mother Katie Graham Cameron, to her mother Tisby Graham. An unbroken line of mothers and
daughters that go straight back to Tisby.

From that unbroken matrilineal line, African Ancestry was able to tell us that the original enslaved
African female in our ancestral line was taken from the Mende People in Sierra Leone. But the
Mende People only migrated to Sierra Leone after the collapse of ancient Mali. So the Mende
People of Sierra Leone, from whom we all descend, are in fact descendants of the ancient Mali
Empire. That's our Graham Family ancestry.



The Mende people of Sierra Leone are descendants of the ancient Mali Empire. They migrated to
Sierra Leone during the 16th and 17th centuries, after the collapse of the Mali Empire.

The Mali Empire (1230-1670) was a major West African Islamic state that encompassed over
400,000 square miles. It was a hugely powerful and massively wealthy empire. And while it was
known as a major global source of gold and a major trade center, Mali was also known as an
intellectual powerhouse as well.

Under the patronage of preeminent rulers like Sundiata Keita and Mansa Musa, the cities of
Timbuktu, Gao and Djenné flourished as global destinations for scholars. It was one of the most
prominent centers for theological studies, for science, math, medicine, law, and all other aspects
of intellectual pursuits.

But after more than 400 years of being a premier West African power, internal leadership struggles
and the rise of the Songhai Empire led to the decline and later disintegration of the Mali Empire.

Following that disintegration, the population which came to be known as the Mende people
migrated southwest to the area that is now known as Sierra Leone.

You may have heard of the "Amistad" incident of 1839, where 53 captured Africans were led by one
Sengbe Pieh to revolt on a slave ship. You may have seen the movie depiction of that incident and
the famous trial where those 53 kidnapped Africans sued the United States government and won
their freedom, and in the process they ended up setting a landmark federal precedent against
slavery in America.

But what you may not know is that those Africans were Mende people from Sierra Leone, the same
place from which our original female ancestor was kidnapped and brought to America as a slave.

So while we may have previously only known of our history of enslavement in America, we can now
boast of our ancestral history as members of the Mende People of Sierra Leone and as
descendants of the powerful and staggeringly opulent Mali Empire.

That's our family history. And as descendants of Tisby, that's our family legacy.

Everyone who descends from Tisby shares the same ancestral lineage. So if any family member
wants their own certificate, or if anyone wants to gift a certificate to a family member, go to
africanancestry.com and use the following information:

1.Test ID: 1156516

2.Dated: Feb 9, 2025

3.Tester: Lavette D. White

4.Name: Be sure to include the name you want printed on the certificate EXACTLY as you want
it printed.

The cost for each certificate ordered is $15.

21
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Knowing Our History ©0000°
Tisby, the One Who Binds Us All

TISBY GRAHAM was born enslaved, most likely between 1832 and 1835. She grew up on the
Graham Plantation in South Carolina, cooking in the kitchen. Tisby was very young when she
birthed her first child, Stephany George Graham, fathered by the plantation owner, Nelson
Myers Graham. Tisby later married Benjamin Graham and birthed four more children, Tishia
Graham, Benjamin Graham, Katie Graham and Rebecca Graham. Although Rebecca’s
descendants are unknown, our circle is more complete as lineages from four of Tisby’s
children were discovered prior to our 2024 New Jersey Family Reunion, some of which were in
attendance for the first time and have continued to grow in number!

We are Rooted in Love and United in Legacy!

1. STEPHANY George Graham. Stephany was born on May 25, 1846 in Indian Township,
South Carolina. He died on July 24, 1920 in Williamsburg, South Carolina. He married Caroline
Elizabeth Eaddy-Graham in December 1879.

Samuel R Graham Sr. Samuel was born on August 24, 1880 in Vox, Williamsburg County,

South Carolina. He died September 1971 in Marion County, South Carolina.

ii. Hattie Dora Margaret Elizabeth Graham White. Hattie Dora was born January 1885 in
Hemingway, South Carolina. She died in 1929 in Williamsburg County, South Carolina.

iii. Laura Mary Leola Graham Hannah. Laura Mary was born on April 25,1888 in Williamsburg
County, South Carolina. She died December 6,1977 in Dorothy, New Jersey.

iv. Delia Ann Graham Hanna. Delia Ann was born in May 1888 in Indian Township, South
Carolina. She died about 1918 in South Carolina.

v. Phillip B Graham. Phillip was born in April 1891 in Vox, Williamsburg County, South
Carolina. He died December 17,1934 in Charleston, South Carolina.

vi. John David Graham. John was born October 1892 in Kingstree, Williamsburg County,
South Carolina. He died in 1974 in Dorothy, New Jersey.

vii. Franklin Benjamin Graham. Franklin was born on September 1, 1895 in South Carolina.
He died October 1961 in Jacksonville, Florida.

viii. George Stephany Graham Sr. George was born March 29,1900 in Kingstree, Williamsburg,
South Carolina. He died February 16,1962 in Dorothy, New Jersey.

ix. William Theodore Graham Sr. William was born August 11, 1902 in Williamsburg County,
SC. He died December 22,1968 in Philadelphia, PA.

X. Otto Chester Graham Sr. Otto was born on December 2,1904 in Williamsburg County,

SC. He died June 2,1991 in Yeadon, Pennsylvania. 22
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2. TISHIA (Tisba) Graham McClam. Tishia was born in 1848 in South Carolina. She died 1905 in
South Carolina. She married Lewis (Louis) McClam.

i. Willie E. McClam. Willie was born in 1869 in Sumter, South Carolina. He died in
1962 in Chicago, IL. He married Jane McClam.

ii. Fred H.McClam. Fred was born in 1871 in South Carolina. He died in 1943. He
married Mary Green McClam.

iii. Olive McClam. Olive was born in 1873 in South Carolina.

iv. Jerome (Rome) McClam. Jerome was born in 1874 in South Carolina. He died in
1949 in South Carolina. He married Margaret (Maggie) McFadden McClam.

v. Clarence McClam. Clarence was born in 1878 in South Carolina.

vi. Ed McClam. Ed was born in 1879 in South Carolina. He died in 1954. He married
Martha McClam.

vii. Kate McClam. Kate was born in 1880 in South Carolina. She died in 1936 in
South Carolina. She married John J. McClam.

viii. Liffrege McClam. Liffrege was born in 1882 in South Carolina.

ix. Marion Conrad McClam. Marion was born in 1883 in South Carolina. He died in
1934 in New York. He married Nettie Becton McClam.

X. Eliza McClam Cooper. Eliza was born in 1885 in South Carolina. She died in 1951
in South Carolina. She married William Hoody Cooper.

xi. Drusilla McClam Brown Jenkins. Drusilla was born in 1886 in South Carolina.
She died in 1929 in South Carolina. She married her first husband Fred Brown.
After his death, she married Israel Jenkins.

xii. Lillie McClam. Lillie was born in 1895 in South Carolina. She died in 1913 in
Kinston, North Carolina.

xiii. Rev Theodore D. McClam. Theodore was born in 1900 in South Carolina. He
died in 1965 in South Carolina. He married Anna Frierson McClam.

From this lineage descends Tishia’s great-granddaughter Rosalie Tingman Rock,
mother of actors and comedians Chris and Tony Rock. Rosalie descends from
bbb Jerome (Rome) McClam.

ONLY in NOLA

Musie Culture. Whether it’s the beats of bounce, the
swing of jazz, or the excitement of Cajun-zydeco,
nobody does music quite like New Orleans. The city is
home to a number of legendary musicians, iconic music
venues, the original genres that have swept the nation
and continue to quide the culture.

e 23
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3. BENJAMIN Augustus Graham. Benjamin was born in 1850 in Soué?Meeeue “
Carolina. He married Phyllis Shields Graham.

i. Clyde Shields (Graham). Clyde was born in 1894 in South Carolina.

ii. Christina Graham. Christina was born in 1896 in South Carolina.

iii. Latson Graham. Latson was born in 1898 in South Carolina. He died in 1975 in
South Carolina. He married Mary Goodman Graham.

iv. Annie B (Lillie Berta) Graham Williams. Lillie Berta was born in 1900 in South
Carolina. She died in 1971 in D.C. or Maryland. She married Rufus Felder
Williams.

v. Kizzellen Graham Wilson. Kizzellen was born in 1902 in South Carolina. She
died in 1980. She married Bernish Wilson.

vi. John Graham. John was born 1904 in South Carolina.

vii. Chestina Graham Williams. Chestina was born in 1909 in South Carolina. She
died in 1958 in South Carolina. She married James Williams.

viii. William Graham. William was born in 1910 in South Carolina.

ix. Josephine Graham Nelson. Josephine was born in 1912 in South Carolina. She
died in 1991 in D.C. She married Ivory Asbury Nelson.

X. George (Jolly) Graham. George was born in South Carolina. George had one
daughter.

4. KATIE Graham Cameron. Katie was born in 1863 in South Carolina. She
died in 1900 in South Carolina. She married Lawrence Cameron.

i. Frances Cameron Williams. Frances was born in 1881 in South Carolina. She died
in 1969 in South Carolina. She married Samuel Watson Williams.

ii. Sinclair Cameron. Sinclair was born in 1885 in South Carolina. She died in 1922
in South Carolina. She married Arthur (A.R.) Cameron.

iii. Leila Cameron Daniels. Leila was born in 1888 in South Carolina. She died in
1965. She married William Harrison Daniels.

iv. Phillip Cameron. Phillip was born in 1891 in South Carolina. He died in 1930 in
South Carolina. He married Pearlie Fleming Cameron.

v. Sarah Cameron Daniels. Sarah was born in 1893 in South Carolina. She died in
South Carolina. She married Robert D. Daniels.

5. REBECCA Graham. Rebecca was born in South Carolina. Unable to verify
additional information.

View continued Genealogy by scanning QR code on page 5.
To add or update yours, text or email Curtis Smith, Family Genealogist, at 856-466-4484,
curtis@cusmith.com. 24
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Only in NOLA
Year-Round Festing. Most places have a single festival season
but in NOLA, the fun never stops. Winter is dedicated to
Mardi Gras parades and more; while mega feasts such as
Buka Fest, French Quarter Festival, and the coveted Jazz Fest
are reserved for spring. Summer sizzles with events like
Essence Fest, Tales of the Cocktail, and food fest which reign
well into the fall season with the Oak Street Po-Boy, Mac ‘n’
Cheese, and Beignet festivals.

99
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Beignets

Ingredients:

e ] cup water

* 4 0z unsalted butter
Yy teaspoon salt
] teaspoon sugar
] eup, plus 2 tablespoons sifted all-purpose flour
4 large eggs
] teaspoon vanilla vegetable shortening, for deep
frying

* confectioner’s sugar

vigorously.

3.Cook the paste over low heat, beating briskly, until the ingredients are
thoroughly combined and the dough cleanly leaves the sides of the pan
and forms a ball.

4. Remove the pan from the heat. Add the eggs, one at a time, beating well
after each addition. Beat the paste until it is smooth and glossy by hand
or with an electric mixer set at medium speed.

5.8tir in the vanilla.

6.)n a deep fryer or deep saucepan, heat 3 inches shortening to 870 degrees
or until very hot.

7.Drop the dough by tablespoonfuls into the shortening, and fry the
beignets in batches, turning them, until golden brown (about 3 minutes).

8. With a slotted spoon, remove to paper towels to drain.

9.S8prinkle the beignets with the confectioners’ sugar and serve hot.

Makes approximately 32 Beignets

& Grahams doing The Big Easy &



Chicken & Sausage Jambalaya

Ingredients:
1lb smoked andouille sausage 8 cloves minced garlic
1lb chicken thighs 2 tsp kosher salt
1 large bell pepper medium dice 2 tsp black pepper
1 large onion medium dice 1 tsp cayenne pepper
2 ribs celery medium dice Y cup all purpose flour
Y cup thinly sliced green onions 1 cups uncooked amber beer
2 cups uncooked rice 6 cups chicken stock *low sodium
2 tablespoons +1/2 cup high temp e 3 tablespoons unsalted butter,
cooking oil *like grape seed oil room temperature

Instructions:

]. Preheat oven to 350 degrees

2. Season chicken thighs with salt, black pepper, and cayenne.

3. Heat a large Dutch oven on medium heat.

4. Add two Tablespoons of oil to the pot.

5. When oil is hot, add chicken thighs to sear for five minutes on each side.

6. Remove chicken from pot and set aside.

7. Add half a cup of oil to the pot.

8. When oil just starts to smoke, add flour and stir continuously until roux is the
color of dark chocolate.

9. Add all vegetables to the roux and cook for one minute.

70. Add beer to the roux and cook for 30 seconds.

71. Add stock, beer, and chicken thighs to the pot stirring until the sauce comes to
a simmer. Cover and simmer for an hour.

72. Add the uncooked rice to the pot, stir and cover. Then place in oven and bake
for 30 minutes.

18. Remove from oven and stir in butter. Garnish with thinly sliced green onions.

Tips:

When the first whiffs of smoke start to rise from the oil, dump in the flour and
immediately start stirring. Do not walk away. Just continue to stir, scraping the
bottom and edges well to keep the flour from burning.

Option: You can substitute meat, with any kind of sausage (chicken or turkey) if
you don’t eat pork.

27



Bananas Foster
(Serves 4)

Ingredients:
e 4 bananas, cut in half, lengthwise, then
halved

Y4 cup (¥ stick) butter

1 cup brown sugar

Y teaspoon cinnamon

Y cup banana liqueur

Ya cup dark rum

4 scoops vanillaice cream

Instructions:

7. Combine the butter, sugar and cinnamon in a flambé pan or skillet.

2.Place the pan over low heat on top of the stove, and cook, stirring until
the sugar dissolves.

3.8tir in the banana liqueur, then place the bananas in the pan.

4. When the banana softens and begin to brown, carefully add the rum. Then
tip the pan slightly and ignite the rum.

5.When the flames subside, lift the bananas out of the pan and place four
pieces over each portion of ice cream.

6. Generously spoon warm sauce over the top of the ice cream and serve
immediately 66

7.Enjoy! N

Red Bean Mondays. Jt's well known that Monday is one
of the most dreaded days of the week, but in NOLA,
they created something to love. This weekly delicacy
can be found at just about any restaurant or household
throughout Crescent City. Pair it with fried chicken,
pork chops, or smoked sausage and look forward to
Mondays.

?9
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Red Beans and Rice

Ingredients:

e 71b dried red beans, rinsed and sorted over) o 2 tablespoons chopped fresh
3 tablespoons bacon grease parsley

Y cup Tasso, or chopped ham 2 teaspoons fresh thyme

Y2 pound smoked ham hocks 3 bay leaves

Y2 pound smoked sausage, split in half Pinch cayenne

lengthwise cut into 7-inch pieces 3 tablespoons chopped garlic
7 Y2 cups chopped yellow onions 70 cups chicken stock

% cup green bell peppers 4 cups cooked white rice

Y2 teaspoon salt) Vs cup chopped green
Yo teaspoon freshly ground black pepper onions, garnish

Instructions:

].Place the beans in a large bowl or pot and cover with water by 2 inches.
Let soak for 8 hours or overnight. Drain and set aside.

2.)n a large pot, heat the bacon grease over medium-high heat. Add the
tasso and cook, stirring, for ] minute.

3.Add the onions, celery and bell peppers to the grease in the pot.

4. Season with the salt, pepper, and cayenne, and cook, stirring, until the
vegetables are soft, about % minutes.

5.Add the bay leaves, parsley, thyme, sausage, and ham hocks, and cook,
stirring, to brown the sausage and ham hocks, about % minutes.

6.Add the garlic and cook for 7 minute.

7.Add the beans and stock or water, stir well, and bring to a boil.

8. Reduce the heat to medium-low and simmer, uncovered, stirring
occasionally, until the beans are tender and starting to thicken, about 2
hours. (Should the beans become too thick and dry, add more water, about
1/% cup at a time).

9. Remove from the heat and with the back of a heavy spoon, mash about
1/% of the beans against the side of the pot.

70. Continue to cook until the beans are tender and creamy, 15 to 20 minutes.
71.Remove from the heat and remove the bay leaves.
12. Serve over rice and garnish with green onions.
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66

stunning.

ONLY in NOPA

Above Ground Cemeteries. Not many cities in the
world can say that cemeteries are a must-see
attraction, but in New Orleans, because the city sits
below sea level with a high water table, tombs lie
above ground rather than under and the outcome is

99
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GARFIELD GRAHAM
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HAPPY GRAHAM FAMILY

R

EUNION 2026.

WE LOVE YOU ALL SO VERY DEARLY!

FROM BETTY, AND I AM THE DAUGHTER OF REATHER; REATHER
WAS THE DAUGHTER OF SAMUEL; SAMUEL WAS THE SON OF
STEPHANY AND FROM MY CHILDREN,

IN BIRTH ORDER FROM RIGHT TO LEFT: FRITZGERALD (GERALD),
CHRISTOPHER (CHRIS), THEODORE (TEDDY),
GREGORY (GREG), SHERRIN (SHERRY), AND TIMOTHY (TIM)
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Honoring The Life Of My
Beloved Husband

Mark H. White, Sr.
: R H": | I. -EF =
= b,

You Were My Life, My Heart,
And My Forever Love

~ Jamie ~



WELCOME!

The NOLA Graham Family Reunion
Committee extends a warm welcome to our
cousins who attended their first GFR in
Atlantic City, NJ in 2024. And to our relatives
who are here for the first time,

We Hope You Have A “Graham” Good Time!



/V vees and e péms’ af ffeémy ¢w

Great-Grandchi






In Memory Of My Beloved Son

Yusef AbdurRahim
Z

March 04, 1976 -~ September 18, 2007
Inna Lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji'un

Until We Meet Again

Even in my darkest days since we have been apart
Memories of the bond we shared still greatly warm my heart
I'm thankful for the love you gave so fully and so free

I'm grateful I'm the one God chose to send you thru to be

[Lavette Denise W hite



In HonorO £ MY Ve 1w

On Angel's ngs Ymre Taken A“‘Way

But In My Heart You Will' Always Stay
With Love ~ Your Son

Clifford D. Walker




o
In Remembrance Of

Mae | Sammy

d

Robert Matthew Mark Morris Bobby

Our Sibling Circle of Love isn't broken by the
losses, it's made stronger by the memories.

~ Kathy White & Barbara McGlocking ~

o



A LEGACY OF LOVE. A FUTURE OF HOPE.

.
[

Y GO

ROOTED IN LOVE. STRENGTHENED BY FAITH. CHERISHED FOREVER.

Our Family is rooted
in love,
strengthened by /ait% and

sustained by cAetished memanics
while forming new ones!
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FAMILY IS THE GREATEST BLESSING.
FAITH IS THE STRONGEST FOUNDATION.
MEMORIES ARE THE HEART OF OUR STORY.
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n Memory Of My Dear Huaband

George W. Green, Sr.

*

Your Tove Waa 11 ‘Bleasing, Now Your Memory a 71 Treasure
Youflre still loved 1ind Honored, find Missed ‘Beyond Measure
Until “We Meet -(Igain, My Tove, 1 'Will ‘Remain Your 1oving Wife

¥ Bessie M. Graham Green ¢




In Loving Remembrance Of
Our Parents

I .
rt Embry White, Sr.

&
Mrs. Olivet Evelyn Williams White

Rev. Robe

We Hold You Close Within Our Hearts And There You Will Remain
To Walk With Us Throughout Our Lives Until We Meet Again

~ Kathy and Barbara ~
v



Congratulations Gavin D. Green for earning Bachelor’s Degrees

in Public Policy Economics and History from
Brown University with a focus on Race and Empire.
| am extreme|y prouol of you!!

Lovingly submitted by your mother, Tamara A. Green
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& CLASS OF 2025
CLASS OF 2025 B 2025
EMBRY RIDDLE FAA ACADEMY
AERONAUTICAL AIR TRAFFIC
UNIVERSITY CONTROLLER

TO OUR GRADUATE:

You are the fruit of many prayers and the continuation of
our family’s faithful legacy.

Always remember who you are and whose you are.
May His favor rest upon you, and may you always find
strength in prayer.

Your family is incredibly proud of you!

WE LOVE YOU
THE INMAN ~ GIBBS FAMILY



DR. NADIRAH P. WAITES

Doctor of Medicine + Chief Resident + Family & Community Medicine

Nadirah began her medical journey at Drexel University College of Medicine in 2019, earning her Doctor of Medicine
(M.D.) degree in 2023.

She completed Family Medicine residency at Temple University Hospital. During her final year, she was selected as
Chief Resident, reflecting her leadership, dedication, and commitment to both her colleagues and her patients.

In June 2026, Nadirah graduated from Temple University's Department of Family & Community Medicine.

*

Congratulations

We are so proud of you




The New Orleans Reunion Committee Sends

CONGRATULATIONS

To Our Family's Two New Doctors

-

Dr. Nadirsh P. Waites i Dr. Esther V. Carter
Doctor of Medicine Doctor of Philosophy
Your Years Of Relentless Hard Work, The Sacrifices You've
Made, And Your Unwavering Dedication Hawve All Paid Off.
We Are So Very Proud Of Youl
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Jn Loving Memory of My Fusband,
Jyrone NMcCutcheon

J Am Grateful For
Jhe NMemories & Love
Jhat We Shared

Always & Forever,
~ Connie ~
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A CELEBRATION OF LIFE AND LOVE

HEHEABENGE PROvEA

RESCUERS LOSE LIVES
GRANDPARENTS, TOT DIE IN AREA BLAZE

Fire blamed on heating paraffin that

Weymouth Twp. Municipal

boiled over, claiming the lives of a Horrified neighbors, prevented by a
couple and their small wall of smoke and flames from
granddaughter here early Friday entering the dwelling, watched
morning. Three other grandchildren helplessly as Graham, clad in
fled to safety through a first-floor pajamas, stopped in a vain effort to
window. Dead are George Graham,  pick up Rita and rescue her. He was
61; his wife Irene, 54 and Rita Green, in a crouching position when the
5. Their charred bodies were found bodies were located.

on the living room floor of Graham’s
two-story, eight-room home of brick Lewis Hannah and Samuel White,
and cinder Block on 13th Ave. nephews of the Grahams, broke a
Second Fire window in an unsuc?essful. bid to
reach the trapped trio. White was
A former home of the treated at the hospital for a cut
Grahams, built of wood, hand.
burned to the ground some
15 years ago. Graham
constructed the new home of
masonry to reduce fire
hazards.

T'he three bodies were found
after firemen from Dorothy,
Milmay, Richland and
Belcoville battled the blaze for
about 2 1/2 hours.

Mr. Graham, wakened by the
flames, roused the children who

escaped but lost his own life, as

he was trapped and overcome by
smoke.

e



April 16"
2025

LSRVIVIERS

Weymouth Twp
Municipal Building
A5 South Jersey Avenue,

Dorothy NJ 08317

A CELEBRATION OF LIFE AND LOVE

REHEMBEANGE PROvEA

RESCUERS LOSE LIVES
GRANDPARENTS, TOT DIE IN AREA BLAZE (cont'd.)

PROGRAM

Mistress of Ceremonies
Mrs. Dianne Hannah Stalling

Meditation
Mr. Anthony Hannah

Welcome/Occasion
Mrs. Amelia Messina, Former Mayor

Selection

Ms. Slerra Tolbert, Greal-great
granddaughter of George and lrene
Rinner Graham

Family Remarks
Mrs. Mary Prancis Graham

Honoring and Acknowledging Our
Dorothy Firefighters
Ms. Dianne Stalling

Closing Remarks
Mr. Lewis Hannah

Benediction

&s.

.'_._... e ———————————————————— ———— e ——————————————— __..‘.

Det. Robert Saunders of the State
Police at Mays L.anding, said Mrs.
Graham had been heating paraffin
on an electric stove, probably for
canning use. She may have dozed
off while her husband and the
children were asleep on the first
floor, he said, and the paraffin
boiled over and ignited, spreading
the flames.

Surviving Mr. and Mrs. Graham, in
addition to the grandchildren are
four daughters, Mrs. Bessie Green
of Pleasantville, mother of Rita,
Mrs. Vernese Smith of Richland,
Mrs. Lawreather Wood of Dorothy
and Mrs. May Burrell of Egg
Harbor City; four sons, Thomas of
Mays Landing, Garfield of Detroit,
Michigan, George Jr., on military
service in Japan and Frederick of
Milmay, and a granddaughter,
Consuela, sister of Rita.

Mrs. Graham is also survived by a
sister, Mrs. Mary Williams of
Tampa, Fl., and Mr. Graham by a
sister, Mrs. Laura Hannah of

Dorothy, and four brothers, Otto of

Yeadon, Pa., William of
Philadelphia, John Graham of
Dorothy, and Samuel of New York
City.

In addition to her mother and sister,
Rita is survived by her father,
George, and paternal grandmother,
Mrs. Fannie Green, also of
Pleasantville.

Mr. and Mrs. Graham, residents of
Dorothy for 22 years, were members
of Mount Calvary Baptist Church,
Mays Landing, where he was a
deacon and she was a deaconess and
member of the deacon’s aide and
usher’s board.

The Rev. Horace Guyton will officiate
at services for Mr. and Mrs. Graham
and Rita at the church on Tuesday at

8 pm. Burial will be at Liincoln
Memorial Park, Mays Landing.

Thank you for attending the Nonoring and
Remembrance program tonight. Many
Blessings and Nappy Faster (o you allf

Love,
Manne
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You would have lived here forever.
Denise & Debra @ Joe

(and famz’[y) |




In Loving Memory

Hillside Board of Education officially named the
Hillside High School gymnasium floor

“Coach Morris Qriffin, Sr. Basketball Court”

In 2026, an annual scholarship was established in his honor.

]’ﬁS name cmc[ [egacy [ives...
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A Legacy of Love and Living Sacrifice
"Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters,
INn view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God"...Romans 121

o 4 GoogleC
i e A i &

With hearts full of gratitude, we would like to honor the beautiful pillars of our legacy who have
gone home to be with the Lord. We remember our dear parents and grandparents, who did not
just teach

us the Word, they put it into action through their walk of faith.

Honoring the Foundations of Our Faith and Family:
e Laura & Lewis Hannah Sr. (Grandma & Grandpa)
e Essie & Lewis Hannah Jr. (Mom & Dad)

Their love was our foundation, their sacrifices our blessing, and their guidance a gift we still carry
in our hearts. Through every hard work, every prayer, and sacrifices, they offered their lives to
build the very structure we stand on today. They taught us the true meaning of Romans 12:1to
love sincerely, to be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, and faithful in prayer. Though we miss
their voices, their

laughter, and their comforting presence at our table, we feel them with us in the traditions they
began and the legacy they helped build. Their memories, our strength, and the love we share
keep them alive in us.

We hear their spirits echoing the timeless reminder: "Work together children, don't get weary,
be nice... God bless you all." We honor them always, keeping their love alive and attempting to
continue the structure they built.

With love, grateful hearts, and lasting qgratitude,

Your Children & Grandchildren



The Hannah Family
of the
Graham Family Reunion
Salutes and Congratulates
The New Orleans Chapter of the Graham Family Reunion

We honor our loving parents,
the late
Lewis Pernell Hannah & Essie Boose Hannah

Our parents leave us with many memories...

They leave us love, hope, the challenge of continuing to participate in the Graham Family
reunion, lasting memories of family gatherings as well as a determination to be all we can be.
They leave nine living children, Daisy, Dianne, Mary, Darlene, Lewis, Anthony, Albert, Noel,
and Joseph. Three deceased children, Waddell Hannah, Sr., Stanley Hannah, Sr., and Roman

Hannah. They also leave us with thankful hearts, confidence in one another, a thirst for
education,
respect for the use of power, faith, and racial dignity.
They leave us with a desire to live harmoniously with family members and fellow men.
We are encouraged to take charge of our young people and to respect our elders.
They leave us sound, Godly wisdom and perseverance to continue to support our family!




Your Presence We Miss,

Your Memory We Treasure.

Loving You Always,
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Henry & Pearlean (Graham) EADDY

Your Loving Children

Joseph (deceased), Henry Jr. (deceased), Solomon (deceased),
Janthan (deceased), Daniel (deceased), Tommy (deceased),

Fthelean, Marion (deceased),

Hosea, Gloria Jean (deceased), Carolyn




In Memory Of Our Father,
C]mton LeW1s Sr
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'One Good FFather Is Better Than One Hundred Schoolmasters.’

Lovmgly Submltted By Your Children
Anthony, Angie, Robert, Gino, Maria & Chrissy
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ACELEBRATHON O EAMILY EROM AT RE HANNALH
FAMILY OF THE GRAHAM FAMILY REUNION

We Congratulate and Salute our Sister, Auntie, Godmother,
& Cousin
Dianne Stalling
on her Retirement and Incredible Career from
Stockton University

e

Forty-two years of excellence, dedication, inspiration, compassion,
devotion, accomplishments, time, energy, and quiet strength you
have given to shape your students, families and the community.

May God continue to bless you on your next phase of life and wishing you
sl endl(,ss hdppmc“'




To My Dear Graham Family,

| Gathering together always reminds me of
the incredible foundation we share. My
love for this family grows stronger with
each passing year, fueled by our shared
resilience, laughter, and unbreakable
bonds.

. As | prepare to welcome my very first

N grandchild, our family legacy sits closer
! to my heart than ever before. It brings a
¥ renewed purpose to everything we do.

& We aren't just maintaining traditions—we
are actively building the future.

* Itis more important than ever that we

- carry forward a legacy rooted in

: - unconditional love, open minds, and

. progressive thought. We owe it to the

_ next generation to leave behind a family
that embraces growth and always looks
forward.

Thank you for being my anchor, my joy,
and my inspiration. Let's keep lifting each
other up and paving a bright path for the
generations to come.

With all my love,
Stephanie




In Loving Memory Of

Tony William White
4

May June
76 07
1948 2023

Always In Our Hearts And Always On Our Minds,

Your Loving Wife, Children, Grandchildren
And Great-Grandchildren



Congratulations
To The GFR NOLA Reunion Committee

From The Clinton S. Lewis, Sr. Branch
Of The Graham Family Tree



n Memory Of
Our Parents, Siblings, /t’r;_ Bra;her Earl

lfour Presencé We Mis;',_ Your "/F_femar"y_?r}e Treasure
Loving You Always, Forgetting lYou Never

VVVVVVVY
Marjorie Shuford ~ Jonathan White ~ Donna Dobbs ~ MeKinly White




Pearlean “Graham” Eaddy

May 5, 1915 - November 6, 2012
Daughter of

Franklin B. Graham and Nettie Brown

With all our love and forever
in our hearts MOM

Ethel, Hosea and Carolyn
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THE SMITH GALLERY PRESENTS

AMI SMITH

FEATURED ARTIST, age 13
Sculptor - Illustrator - Poet

2026 middle school graduate — off to high school this fall!

-
-

Thank s of my life
Thank you for choosing the i
You encourage us through good and bad
The times we've had the many more to come
Your time COMPOS 1ges like rum
ou to the end of the Earth
i ight from birth
through and through
orite part of you

This is how we ¢ itinue to grow
You are a teacher more than you know
Love, Ami and Ro

/i
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and pride fromm Mom and Dad

Family Reunion - August 2026
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	doing The Big Easy
	Grahams  Making History  with their  First-Ever  Family Reunion  in NOLA
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	Welcome To New Orleans Family
	Welcome to New Orleans to our dear Graham Family We're here together, old with new, to "DO" The Big Easy
	We reunite to honor all the ones that came before We gather as a family to strengthen and restore
	We'll share our family history and celebrate our past While savoring the ties that bind, to which we all hold fast
	There's such a special closeness that our family members share A closeness that is filled with love and laughter, joy and care
	So here we are with arms held wide to welcome old and new To get and give that Graham Fam Love the way we always do.
	With Love & Appreciation, The New Orleans Reunion Committee
	Grahams doing The Big Easy

	How it all Started  Told by Louella “Sis” Graham Rose (& others)
	Below is a list of reunion years and the host states.
	Year of Reunion
	Host City, State
	Year of Reunion
	Host City, State
	TBD

	Join the Graham Family GroupMe
	Share photos!
	Scan the QR Code!
	Connect with family!
	Get Access to the Reunion Logo, Digital Journal and Genealogy
	Follow the links from the QR codes below to access files for the 2026 NOLA reunion logo in JPG file format (as seen on the  t-shirts), the reunion website and journal (PDF), and genealogy.
	Genealogy

	SCAN ME!

	Grahams doing The Big Easy
	Safety Tips
	NOLA Safety Message
	Just some quick safety tips to ensure you have the best reunion experience:
	Travel in groups
	Don’t display expensive items such as high‑end purses or jewelry
	Stay in well‑trafficked areas, especially at night. Popular zones like the French Quarter, Warehouse District, and Uptown are considered safer, while some neighborhoods farther from tourist centers have higher violent‑crime rates
	Stick to well‑lit, busy streets when bar‑hopping
	Keep your phone charged and location sharing on with someone you trust
	Know your drinking limits. New Orleans pours strong drinks, especially on Bourbon Street. A “single” can feel like a double
	Never leave your drink unattended
	ONLY in NOLA


	Reunion Itinerary
	Welcome to the 2026  Graham Family Reunion in  New Orleans, Louisiana
	Saturday, August 8:
	Sunday, August 9:​

	Grahams doing The Big Easy

	Graham Family Reunion Song
	WRITTEN BY MARCELLA "PUDDEN" SMITH & MARCELLUS JUSTUS MANNING ©2007
	Reunion Chairperson & Hostess Jamesetta “Jamie” White
	Reunion Co-Chairperson Lavette Denise “Dee Dee” White
	The following states were represented by  Coordinators and Committee Members  whose efforts and input helped shape this reunion:
	Arizona-Christopher Whiten Delaware-Marjorie Shuford Florida-Stephanie Tillman & Charles Tillman Maryland-Loretta & Hosea Eaddy Michigan-Rhoda Carter New Jersey-Debra Griffin, Marcella Smith,  Brea Smith, Billy Smith, Curtis Smith,  Tashay Tolbert, Sierra Tolbert,  Esther Carter & Connie McCutcheon Pennsylvania-Michell Richardson  South Carolina-Joe White Washington DC-Roberta White



	NOLA 2026 Reunion Committee Members
	ONLY in NOLA
	Message from the 2026 New Orleans  Reunion Chairperson

	Grahams doing The Big Easy
	Fast forward exactly 25 years later and I have picked up the mantel (with my late husband Mark’s guidance from above and his love for his Graham Family) to host the Graham Family Reunion in New Orleans, Louisiana (NOLA) which is the farthest South that we have had a family reunion. We hope that many of the family will attend the reunion.
	New Orleans is full of food, culture and easy living which is why it is also known as the “Big Easy”. The family will experience the streetcars that you can ride throughout the city. We have the only paddle riverboat tour line that you can ride down the Mississippi River which spans 10 U.S. states with the source beginning in Minnesota and ending at the mouth of the Gulf of Mexico.
	We are so excited to host the family and share the culture of the south. I should point out that southern Louisiana is known for its Antebellum Slave Plantation Mansions along the Mississippi River, which many still stand today and are toured by many people from around the world.
	My NOLA committee is small, but the help has been big with Denise White as Co-Chair. I have held monthly meetings with GFR area coordinators. New Jersey has been an integral part of the planning with Debra Griffin and Marcella (Pudden) Smith. I must give a big shout out to Curtis Smith, Brea Smith, William (Billy) Smith for the impressive website and registration system (Cheddar Up) and to Tashay Tolbert for formulating our journals with the help of Curtis Smith, Sierra Tolbert  and Marcella Smith. I would also like to thank Curtis Smith, our genealogist, for being diligent in keeping up with all family updates.
	Jacksonville has been instrumental in coordinating the NOLA T-shirt and the bags with Denise White, Charles (Chuck) Tillman and Stephanie Tillman and I appreciate them doing so. I also want to thank Denise White for designing the Legacy T-shirt. I want to personally thank Christopher Whiten for his very generous donation which helped in securing our first vendor deposit.
	I am so excited to have everyone here in NOLA and especially all the descendants of Tisby that are attending for the first time the Graham Family Reunion.
	A Special Thanks to  The Ones Who Made it Easy
	Brea Nicole Smith
	We applaud you!

	William “Billy” Smith Jr.
	Thank you for simplifying the process!


	Kickin’ it with My Krewe
	Through

	Tisby Graham
	Daughter of The Mende People

	Kathy
	Barbara
	Denise
	Debra
	5th & 6th Generation Descendants Of Tisby's Daughter Katie Graham Cameron

	The Mende people of Sierra Leone are descendants of the ancient Mali Empire. They migrated to Sierra Leone during the 16th and 17th centuries, after the collapse of the Mali Empire.
	The Mali Empire (1230–1670) was a major West African Islamic state that encompassed over 400,000 square miles. It was a hugely powerful and massively wealthy empire. And while it was known as a major global source of gold and a major trade center, Mali was also known as an intellectual powerhouse as well.
	Under the patronage of preeminent rulers like Sundiata Keita and Mansa Musa, the cities of Timbuktu, Gao and Djenné flourished as global destinations for scholars. It was one of the most prominent centers for theological studies, for science, math, medicine, law, and all other aspects of intellectual pursuits.
	But after more than 400 years of being a premier West African power, internal leadership struggles and the rise of the Songhai Empire led to the decline and later disintegration of the Mali Empire.
	Following that disintegration, the population which came to be known as the Mende people migrated southwest to the area that is now known as Sierra Leone.
	You may have heard of the "Amistad" incident of 1839, where 53 captured Africans were led by one Sengbe Pieh to revolt on a slave ship. You may have seen the movie depiction of that incident and the famous trial where those 53 kidnapped Africans sued the United States government and won their freedom, and in the process they ended up setting a landmark federal precedent against slavery in America.
	But what you may not know is that those Africans were Mende people from Sierra Leone, the same place from which our original female ancestor was kidnapped and brought to America as a slave.
	So while we may have previously only known of our history of enslavement in America, we can now boast of our ancestral history as members of the Mende People of Sierra Leone and as descendants of the powerful and staggeringly opulent Mali Empire.
	That's our family history. And as descendants of Tisby, that's our family legacy.
	Everyone who descends from Tisby shares the same ancestral lineage. So if any family member wants their own certificate, or if anyone wants to gift a certificate to a family member, go to africanancestry.com and use the following information:
	Test ID: 1156516
	Dated:  Feb 9, 2025
	Tester:  Lavette D. White
	Name:  Be sure to include the name you want printed on the certificate EXACTLY as you want                               it printed.
	The cost for each certificate ordered is $15.
	Knowing Our History Tisby, the One Who Binds Us All
	Children of Stephany George Graham and Caroline Elizabeth Eaddy-Graham
	CHILDREN OF TISBY GRAHAM
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	Children of Benjamin Graham and Phyllis Shields Graham
	Children of Katie Graham Cameron and Lawrence Cameron

	“The tree that binds you and me “
	Classic NOLA Recipes
	IT’S GRAHAM GOOD
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	Beignets
	Ingredients:

	Grahams doing The Big Easy
	Chicken & Sausage Jambalaya
	Ingredients:
	4 bananas, cut in half, lengthwise, then halved
	¼ cup ( ½ stick) butter
	1 cup brown sugar
	½ teaspoon cinnamon
	¼ cup banana liqueur
	¼ cup dark rum
	4 scoops vanilla ice cream


	Bananas Foster  (Serves 4)
	Instructions:
	Combine the butter, sugar and cinnamon in a flambé pan or skillet.
	Place the pan over low heat on top of the stove, and cook, stirring until the sugar dissolves.
	Stir in the banana liqueur, then place the bananas in the pan.
	When the banana softens and begin to brown, carefully add the rum. Then tip the pan slightly and ignite the rum.
	When the flames subside, lift the bananas out of the pan and place four pieces over each portion of ice cream.
	Generously spoon warm sauce over the top of the ice cream and serve immediately
	Enjoy!

	ONLY in NOLA
	Red Beans and Rice
	Instructions:
	Place the beans in a large bowl or pot and cover with water by 2 inches. Let soak for 8 hours or overnight. Drain and set aside.
	In a large pot, heat the bacon grease over medium-high heat. Add the tasso and cook, stirring, for 1 minute.
	Add the onions, celery and bell peppers to the grease in the pot.
	Season with the salt, pepper, and cayenne, and cook, stirring, until the vegetables are soft, about 4 minutes.
	Add the bay leaves, parsley, thyme, sausage, and ham hocks, and cook, stirring, to brown the sausage and ham hocks, about 4 minutes.
	Add the garlic and cook for 1 minute.
	Add the beans and stock or water, stir well, and bring to a boil.
	Reduce the heat to medium-low and simmer, uncovered, stirring occasionally, until the beans are tender and starting to thicken, about 2 hours. (Should the beans become too thick and dry, add more water, about 1/4 cup at a time).
	Remove from the heat and with the back of a heavy spoon, mash about 1/4 of the beans against the side of the pot.
	Continue to cook until the beans are tender and creamy, 15 to 20 minutes.
	Remove from the heat and remove the bay leaves.
	Serve over rice and garnish with green onions.

	Add your own memories!
	ONLY in NOLA
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	Congratulations Gavin D. Green for earning Bachelor’s Degrees in Public Policy Economics and History from  Brown University with a focus on Race and Empire.  I am extremely proud of you!!  Lovingly submitted by your mother, Tamara A. Green
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	In Loving Memory of My Husband, Tyrone McCutcheon
	I Am Grateful For  The Memories & Love  That We Shared
	Fire blamed on heating paraffin that boiled over, claiming the lives of a couple and their small granddaughter here early Friday morning. Three other grandchildren fled to safety through a first-floor window. Dead are George Graham, 61; his wife Irene, 54 and Rita Green, 5. Their charred bodies were found on the living room floor of Graham’s two-story, eight-room home of brick and cinder Block on 13th Ave.
	A former home of the Grahams, built of wood, burned to the ground some 15 years ago. Graham constructed the new home of masonry to reduce fire hazards.
	The three bodies were found after firemen from Dorothy, Milmay, Richland and Belcoville battled the blaze for about 2 1/2 hours.
	Horrified neighbors, prevented by a wall of smoke and flames from entering the dwelling, watched helplessly as Graham, clad in pajamas, stopped in a vain effort to pick up Rita and rescue her. He was in a crouching position when the bodies were located.
	Lewis Hannah and Samuel White, nephews of the Grahams, broke a window in an unsuccessful bid to reach the trapped trio. White was treated at the hospital for a cut hand.
	Mr. Graham, wakened by the flames, roused the children who escaped but lost his own life, as he was trapped and overcome by smoke.
	Det. Robert Saunders of the State Police at Mays Landing, said Mrs. Graham had been heating paraffin on an electric stove, probably for canning use. She may have dozed off while her husband and the children were asleep on the first floor, he said, and the paraffin boiled over and ignited, spreading the flames.
	Surviving Mr. and Mrs. Graham, in addition to the grandchildren are four daughters, Mrs. Bessie Green of Pleasantville, mother of Rita, Mrs. Vernese Smith of Richland, Mrs. Lawreather Wood of Dorothy and Mrs. May Burrell of Egg Harbor City; four sons, Thomas of Mays Landing, Garfield of Detroit, Michigan, George Jr., on military service in Japan and Frederick of Milmay, and a granddaughter, Consuela, sister of Rita.
	In addition to her mother and sister, Rita is survived by her father, George, and paternal grandmother, Mrs. Fannie Green, also of Pleasantville.
	Mr. and Mrs. Graham, residents of Dorothy for 22 years, were members of Mount Calvary Baptist Church, Mays Landing, where he was a deacon and she was a deaconess and member of the deacon’s aide and usher’s board.
	The Rev. Horace Guyton will officiate at services for Mr. and Mrs. Graham and Rita at the church on Tuesday at 8 pm. Burial will be at Lincoln Memorial Park, Mays Landing.
	Mrs. Graham is also survived by a sister, Mrs. Mary Williams of Tampa, Fl., and Mr. Graham by a sister, Mrs. Laura Hannah of Dorothy, and four brothers, Otto of Yeadon, Pa., William of Philadelphia, John Graham of Dorothy, and Samuel of New York City.
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	In Loving Memory
	In Memory of:
	Lizzie Graham, Marion Graham Sr. Lula Graham Marshall, & Nathan Gilley
	Mommy, We Love You and Honor You  Celebrating 89 Years of Life!
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	Honoring the Foundations of Our Faith and Family:


	The Hannah Family   of the  Graham Family Reunion  Salutes and Congratulates  The New Orleans Chapter of the Graham Family Reunion
	We honor our loving parents,  the late  Lewis Pernell Hannah & Essie Boose Hannah
	Our parents leave us with many memories…
	They leave us love, hope, the challenge of continuing to participate in the Graham Family reunion, lasting memories of family gatherings as well as a determination to be all we can be.  They leave nine living children, Daisy, Dianne, Mary, Darlene, Lewis, Anthony, Albert, Noel, and Joseph. Three deceased children, Waddell Hannah, Sr., Stanley Hannah, Sr., and Roman Hannah. They also leave us with thankful hearts, confidence in one another, a thirst for education,  respect for the use of power, faith, and racial dignity.  They leave us with a desire to live harmoniously with family members and fellow men.  We are encouraged to take charge of our young people and to respect our elders.  They leave us sound, Godly wisdom and perseverance to continue to support our family!
	Rooted  in  Love  United  in  Legacy

